
The Place Approach



What is the Place Approach?
What makes a Great Place
The Benefits of a Great Place
What is the Gold Creek Homestead sense of place?



What is the Place Approach?

TRADITIONAL PLACE

Top Down Partnership + Collaboration

Limited flexibility and change is a 
negative force

Accepts change is a constant force

Specific outcomes Value based outcomes

Physical framework Flexible framework open to 
interpretation



SOCIABILITY
- Welcoming
- Cooperative
- Neighbourly

- Diverse
- Friendly

ACCESS
- Connected
- Walkable

- Convenient
- Legible

- Accessible

USES + 
ACTIVITIES

- Fun
- Special
- Active

- Empathetic

COMFORT
- Safe

- Attractive
- Green
- Real

PLACE

The ingredients of a great place



But a great place is more…. there is a soul



Think about place like a great 
character from a movie

"Toto, I've a 
feeling we're 
not in Kansas 

anymore."

The audience understands, reacts and connects to 
a character through their visual appearances and 
actions. 

Costumes, dialogue, gestures, makeup and hair 
style all contribute to creation of that character. 
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What makes the soul?

people

special 
tree

Values based on personal experience

Sunlight/ 
shade



Benefits of a place



What is the Gold Creek Homestead sense of 
place?
Step 1. Check It Out
Develop an understanding of the 
place by drawing upon your 
personal experience to determine 
what matters and why.

Step 2. Looking into the Future
Use your personal experience to 
build empathy for the future users 
and stakeholders. 
Use your knowledge as a 
foundation to unite the 
requirements of all parties through  
a common vision
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